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ASRS — Discussion on NFPA 13 2028 Edition

Automated Storage and Retrieval Systems (ASRS) are a broad class of material handling and
storage systems incorporating automation, robotics, dense storage configurations, and innovative
storage methods. As with all emerging technologies, there is an inherent lag in the development of
effective fire protection and fire prevention due to the lack of experience and understanding of the
hazards and challenges associated with technology. There have been several notable fires involving
ASRS facilities experienced globally such as the Amazon Distribution fire in Redlands, California in
2020, the Ocado Supermarket Automated Warehouse fire in Erith, UK in 2021, and the Canadian
Tire fire in Toronto, Canada in 2023. This presentation will discuss the current state of ASRS
facilities, trends in ASRS practices, and fire protection design schemes being utilized in practice.
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