
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Session 1A: 
Everything You Wanted to Know About NFPA 13 2025 Edition but Were Afraid to Ask 
 
The 2025 edition of NFPA 13 has been updated to include new technologies, more efficient means and 

methods, and modified requirements based on the latest research available. This presentation will review 

the significant changes that were made during the standard revision cycle. Significant revisions that were 

made by the installation, discharge, and hanging and bracing committees of the NFPA 13 will be discussed, 

as well as the impact of those revisions on sprinkler system design 

John August Denhardt, P.E., ET, CWBSP, FSFPE  
American Fire Sprinkler Association 
 
John August Denhardt, P.E., ET, CWBSP, FSFPE, is the vice president of engineering 
and technical services for the American Fire Sprinkler Association (AFSA). He is 
responsible for strengthening AFSA’s engineering and technical approaches to 
meeting member, industry, and operational priorities, with an emphasis on service, 
quality, and integrity. Denhardt is a registered professional engineer (P.E.) in the 
District of Columbia and the states of Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and 
Virginia. He is NICET Level III certified in water-based systems layout, NICET Level III 
certified in inspection and testing of water-based systems, and a certified water-
based system professional through NFPA. Denhardt is a member of the NFPA 13 
technical committee on sprinkler system discharge criteria, a fellow in the Society 
of Fire Protection Engineers (SFPE), a member of the SFPE Board of Directors, a 
member of the Board of Trustees for NFPA’s Fire Protection Research Foundation 
and sits on the University of Maryland Department of Fire Protection Engineering’s 
Board of Visitors. A native of Maryland, Denhardt holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
from the University of Maryland College Park in fire protection engineering. Prior to 
this role, Denhardt was employed by Strickland Fire Protection in Forestville, 
Maryland, since 1994, overseeing large-scale projects and assisting with design and 
installation technical issues.  
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