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Panel Discussion: The FPE’s Role in Large Loss Fire Investigations
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Guided by recent case examples, the panel will share their personal experience of the FPEs role in
investigating large fire losses. Referenced examples will include among others the QVC Distribution Center
fire in Rocky Mount Hill, NC and the amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD-6) in San Diego,
CA. Topics to be addressed will include:

e Use of Specialized Personnel and Technical Consultants

e Coordinating with fire investigators and other engineering disciplines

e Investigation protocols and procedures

e Roles of involved entities (public, private, interested parties, etc.)

e Scientific method and Levels of Certainty

e Role in the Legal Process
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Zachary M. Jett is a partner with Butler Weihmuller Katz Craig in their Charlotte,
North Carolina office. For over 10 years, Zach focuses his practice exclusively on
large loss subrogation and recovery efforts. His litigation experiences are in
catastrophic loss typically involving fire or explosion, construction defect, and
products liability matters. His clients range from personal lines insurers to large
commercial insurers, and frequently include self-insured commercial entities.

Zach is often involved shortly after a catastrophic loss occurs, and routinely
coordinates multiparty investigations into the cause of aloss. Zach has collected
millions of dollars recovered for clients throughout the southeast either thru
pre-litigation settlement negotiations, mediations, arbitrations, successful jury
verdicts, or appellate review. Zach is a frequent lecturer on subrogation topics
at conferences nationwide, and often conducts in house training or continuing
education for insurance professionals.

Zach graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 2005 and
received his Doctor of Jurisprudence, cum laude, from the Mississippi College
School of Law in 2009. Zach is licensed to practice law in MS, NC, SC, TN, and VA.
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