
 

Session 1B: 
Panel Discussion: The FPE’s Role in Large Loss Fire Investigations 
 
Guided by recent case examples, the panel will share their personal experience of the FPEs role in 
investigating large fire losses.  Referenced examples will include among others the QVC Distribution Center 
fire in Rocky Mount Hill, NC and the amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD-6) in San Diego, 
CA.  Topics to be addressed will include: 
 

• Use of Specialized Personnel and Technical Consultants 

• Coordinating with fire investigators and other engineering disciplines 

• Investigation protocols and procedures 

• Roles of involved entities (public, private, interested parties, etc.) 

• Scientific method and Levels of Certainty 

• Role in the Legal Process 

 

James Lord  
REAX Engineering 
    James began his career as a firefighter before earning degrees in Mechanical and Fire 
Protection Engineering, where he focused on egress simulation and computational fluid 
dynamics fire modeling before transitioning to forensic fire work. 
Mr. Lord Provides forensic engineering support and origin & cause analysis for fire and 
explosion investigations.  He specializes in failure analyses of fire detection and alarm 
systems and fire suppression systems, analysis of appliances and product fire performance, 
fire and materials research, process hazard analysis, fire hazard analysis, and computer fire 
modeling.  Mr. Lord is experienced in industrial losses such as dust explosions, wood pellet 
storage facilities, and a wide range of other operations involving conveyance systems, dust 
hazards, storage areas, and hazardous process issues.  He provides scene management, 
litigation support services, and expert testimony. Mr. Lord has provided expert testimony 
in both U.S. and Canadian courts and has worked and provided training all over the world. 
Prior to joining Reax Engineering Inc., he spent 10 years investigating fires, performing 
forensic engineering analyses and serving as an expert witness for the US Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, participating in hundreds of investigations from small 
residential fires to large industrial fires and explosions. 
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